
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title of lesson:   Strategy Instruction: Prewriting 
 
Suggested grade/age: elementary, middle school 
(my targeted student population for this lesson is upper elementary students with 
learning disabilities; however, many students who struggle with writing could benefit from 
this strategy) 
 
Approximate time needed to complete lesson: two 30-minute lessons in resource room 
setting 
  
 
Learning objective(s) and significance of lesson: 

• Teach students the prewriting strategy: WWW, What=2, How=2 
• Increase the amount of time spent in the planning phase of writing 
• Provide some organizational structure to student writing 
• Move students toward independence in the writing process 

 
Students who struggle with the “getting started” and “getting it down” parts of the writing 
process spend very little time in the pre-writing phase.  Students with learning disabilities, 
in particular, produce less complex, less engaging writing than their peers.  Their writing 
rarely reflects the level of insight, vocabulary development, and higher level thinking that 
they can display in oral language alone. 
 
One goal in this particular lesson is to teach a specific pre-writing strategy for 
narrative/story writing.  Even more important than the strategy itself is the process for 
effectively teaching the strategy.  For it to be an effective tool, students need to eventually 
use the pre-writing strategy independently.  In order to move students from full support 
to independent use of the strategy, it is important to use structured cognitive strategy 
instruction.  Example: the Self-Regulated Strategy Development Model (SRSD), developed 
by Harris and Graham (1996). 
 
 
Brief summary/outline of lesson:  
1. introduce the strategy: WWW, What=2, How=2  

• Who is the main person/character? When does the story take place?  Where does 
the story take place?  What does the main character/person (and other 
characters) do?  What happens next? How does it end?  How does the main 
character feel? 

2. students create cue cards with the elements of the strategy listed on three separate 
note cards 

3. using a narrative writing assignment from their classroom, students brainstorm ideas 
for a topic (example: scary or embarrassing moments) 

4. write the WWW, What=2, How=2 acronym down the left-hand side of writer’s 
notebook, and briefly fill in story parts (in key words/phrases) 

Minnesota Writing Project 
---   Demonstration Lesson Template   --- 



5. direct students to reread their WWW, What=2, How=2 organizer one more time, and 
then students start writing story using those story elements 

 
**Please note: this is a very abridged description of how to introduce this strategy to 
students with learning disabilities; PLEASE consult Reid and Lienemann’s text (listed 
below) for detailed instructions on how to introduce and practice the strategy 
following the SRSD model 
 
 
 
Possible extensions or adaptations for different purposes/student needs: 
The WWW, What=2, How=2 strategy can easily be introduced to entire classrooms, 
especially at the elementary level, to assist students in the prewriting process. 
 
The Self-Regulated Strategy Development model can be used to teach ANY strategy that 
has multiple steps (how to complete a long division problem, how to test a hypothesis, 
how to analyze a work of art, etc) 
 
 
Related Resources: 
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 and Self Regulation.  Cambridge, MA: Brookline Books. 
 
Harris, K. R., Graham, S., Mason, L. H., & Friedlander, B.  (2008).  Powerful Writing Strategies  
 For All Students.  Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. 
 
Reid, R., & Lienemann, T.O.  (2006).  Strategy Instruction for Students with Learning Disabilities.  
 New York: The Guilford Press. 
 
 
 
 
 For additional information, contact: 

Debi Krengel 
Special Services Teacher 

Concord Elementary School, Edina MN 
debkrengel@edina.k12.mn.us 

 


